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FROM THE PRINCIPALé 
 
 

 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to Nelson Intermediate School.  

Choosing a school for your child is probably one of the most important decisions you 
will make for them.  We recognise how important that is and are pleased to offer you 

information about our school.  We trust you will find this information a valuable 

resource.  If you require further information, please contact the school office.  

The school provides education for Year 7 -  8 students (age approximately 11 -  13 

years).  

Our school is located at 112 Tipahi Street, Nelson.  It is a large city school.  It is an 

attractive school with a range of purpose built buildings and other facilities.  These 
include large playing fields with mature shade trees, fitness facility, swimming pool, 

hard courts, and access to a gymnastic gymnasium.  

All staff and board members are very proud to be part of this school. We enjoy 

working closely with members of our community to provide an excellent education 
for our students.  The school is highly regarded by the community. However, we do 

not rest on past achievements but are keen to continue improving the way in which 
we teach and work with students.   

I am sure you will enjoy your association with our school.  

Yours sincerely  

Hugh Gully 

PRINCIPAL  
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ABOUT NELSON  

 

Nelson is an attractive city situated at the head of Tasman Bay at the top of New 

Zealand's South Island. Nelson enjoys the advantages of both city and country living 
and has a great deal to offer international students who choose to come here to 

study.  

While it has good shopping facilities, restaurants, cinemas, sporting facilities, and 

excellent educational opportunities with a choice of secondary schools and a large 
Polytechnic, Nelson is small enough to provide a caring safe environment for young 

people with few of the problems of pollution and overcrowding that occur in the 
bigger centres.  

Nelson has a mild climate, with the wonderful reputation for being the sunniest city 
in New Zealand. It has easy access to beaches, mountains, lakes, rivers and National 

Parks. In addition, it is noted as a centre for the arts, crafts and music.  

Nelson has a busy regional airport and there are many daily direct flights from the 

International airports at Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch and smaller centres. 

There is also a choice of bus services to Christchurch and to Picton (where an 
inter Άisland ferry service connects with Wellington in the North Island).  

 
Facts about Nelson  

 
Å  Climate:     Sunshine (mean)      2420 hours a year  

      Temperature (January)     21.9° C  
      Temperature (]uly)     11.9°  C  

      Rainfall (mean)      983 mm a year  
 

Å Population:    Nelson region       78,234  
      Nelson city (including Richmond)  50,692  
 

Å Ethnic Groups:   European       87%  

      Maori         7%  
      Other         6%  
 

Å Age distribution:   Under 19        29%  
      20Ά39        30%  

      40Ά59        25%  
      60+         16%  
 

Å Annual visitors:   International       128,000  

      Domestic        230,000  
 

Å Education:    Secondary schools      5 
      Polytechnics       1 
 

Å  Sport / Recreation:  skiing, golf, basket ball, table tennis, volleyball, soccer, 

      kayaking, yachting, boating, tramping, rugby, netball,  
      softball, self defence etc.                               

 
Travelling distances from major centres :  

 Auckland  1 hour (by air)  

 Wellington  35 minutes (by air)  
 Christchurch  5 hours (by road)  
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Our personalised Nelson Intermediate 

Curriculum has been written to reflect our 

vision ñWhaia te Aratikaò.  It is important 

to equip intermediate age students with 

foundation skills, Literacy and Numeracy.  

Students are taught a personalised 

programme in their area.  

 

Our termly integrated units encompass Social Studies, Science, Health 

and Literacy.  The whole school is involved in the termôs theme. This 

enables us to use specialization, greater and focused resourcing and 

shared ideas.   Teachers 

write the units as a team.  

In 2010 three of our units 

were: ñThis is Our Landò - 

looking at land around 

Nelson Lakes and Totaranui, 

p e s t  a n i m a l s ,  a n d 

recreational uses; ñThe Land 

of Plentyò - the settlement 

and development of New 

Zealand; ñWhaia te Aratikaò 

- careers development.  

 

Technology is taken by 

specialist teachers and involves Hard 

Materials, Biotech, Food Technology and 

Visual Art.   Art and Physical Education are 

taught by classroom teachers and 

specialist staff.  

 

ICT is used throughout 

the curriculum and is a 

powerful teaching and 

learning tool.  

Most classes share their 

learning through class 

blogs.  
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Nelson Intermediate provides a vast array of opportunities 

for students to engage in.  These areas include Leadership, 

Sport and Recreation, Cultural Activities and The Arts.  

 

The intermediate years are a time when students need to 

explore new opportunities and branch out in terms of their 

interests.  

 

Nelson Intermediate provides those opportunities through:  
 

¶ All students go to camp in 2012 (Lake Rotoiti/Totoranui) -  

Biannual  

¶ Sport programmes and exchanges  

¶ Kapa Haka group  

¶ In School Music and After School Art  

¶ School leaders  

¶ Specialist teachers  

¶ Talents programme  

¶ Drama club  

¶ Choir  

¶ School production  2011 -  Biannual  

¶ Australian academic competitions  

¶ Nelsomathix  

¶ Science Fair  -  Biannual  

¶ Eco team  

¶ Mountain bike club  

¶ Ski team  
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We aim:  

¶ to have students who are 

happy, and feel secure at 

Nelson Intermediate 

School.   

¶ to have students feel a 

real connection to N.I.S.    

Various support programmes 

are in place to assist 

students:  

1.  ESOL:  English as a second 

language with trained English Language Assistants.  

2.  Auckland University Reading Tutoring Programme.  

3.  Literacy Support Teachers: Personalised tuition with a 

specialist Teacher of Reading and trained tutors.  

4.  SWISS:  Social Worker (Thursdays and Fridays)  

5.  Manaaki Rangitahi: A leadership programme aimed 

specifically at Maori students.  

6.  Waka Ama:  Learning team work and co -operation 

through paddling a waka.  

7.  Pasifika Home School Partnership.  

8.  School Mentor:  A male mentor and counsellor.  

9.  Transition:  From Primary school and to Secondary 

school.  

10.  N.I.S. WOF:  A Ministry of Education initiative.  

Selected students holistic well being assessed with 

appropriate interventions resulting.  

11.  Magnificent Me:  A programme that 

aims to develop resil ience and 

empowerment.  

12.  Access to Resource Teachers of 

Learning and Behaviour, and to Group 

S pe c i a l  Ed uca t i on  E du c a t i o n a l 

Programmes.  

 

A monthly meeting of our Student 

Support Team tracks referrals and 

interventions for students who need to 

access these programmes.  


